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Arg'en
; BY CHARLES EL PEPPER.
ARGENTINE wheat fields have

been suggested as a means of
adding to the bread basket of
the United States. It has been

Intimated that if wheat shipments
ff om this section of the southern cont^nei-tshould be diverted northward
t«here might be less need of decreasing
12-fe loaf, or increasing the price, to

consumers.
Argentina has been described as the

World's wheat field. It Is no more so

than Rumania, Russia or even India.
ntil home consumption became so ac«vein the United States it was less so

£han this country, for in some years
the surplus exported from the United
folate* was greater than the aggregate
ehports from Argentina.
»( nada and the Argentine are In
tjbout the same position as world's
v he.it fields. They have 8,000.000 peopleto feed, and with a crop of 200,000,i

t r ;

RAILWAY WHEAT-I

lshols and upward they can count
a pretty large surplus for export.

*
* *

» crop conditions are not entirely
r ur. While the^ Canadian wheat
i sra In the northwest may dread

rost. It is the drought which the
ltlne wheat growers fear. They
uffor from the locusts.
*lng the last two years the United

> s hsu- imported considerable quan:of corn from Argentina. This
was not exactly in competition
tho corn of the United States.
It served to supplement the home

»u ly It the manufacture of certain
products for which it was espeMadaptable rather than for general

« jmption. These importations were
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the fruit is on a higher limb.
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chiefly through the ports of New Orleansand New York. They were made
possible by the removal of the tariff,
which was done in the Underwood
tariff bill.
A similar provision related to wh^at.

It required that reciprocal concessions
should be made by the countries seekingto take advantage of the-free marketof the United States. Canada has
never complied with this condition, becausethe powerful Canadian railway
interests feared that they would lose
much of their traffic if wheat shipmentswere diverted from the Dominionto American flour mills.

iro-cnUn-i nivimnflv »naffaH th» n*C-

essary measures to insure the free admissionof her wheat and other agriculturalproducts into the United States.
It was not expected that there would
be much opportunity for wheat shipments,but the Argentine government
wanted its grain growers to be in- a

position to take advantage of exceptionalcircumstances which might createa market in the United States.
That is how the matter stands today.

There is no tariff barrier to the importationof Argentine wheat, and with
the price of bread mounting higher than

'

?> -1 >

; > ' ""

'

^, ~y* . f I^hP-

.OADIKU WHARF AT ROSARIO, ARG1

it lias been for fifty years, some of the
millers though that a few million bushelswhich were said to be available in
Argentina might be obtained for Americanconsumption. The belief, however,
does not seem to be justified, for there
is no word of any surplus Argentine
wheat for the United States.

*
* *

The real relief to the American bread
consumer could come Indirectly. This
would be through increased purchases
by the European governments of Argentinev. heat as a means of decreasingpurchases in the United States. But
the allied governments are not ' concernedwith keeping bread cheaper for
consumers in the United 8tates. They,
have infinitely greater worries of their
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heat C
own. They draw on the supply in this
country referardless of a decreased crop,
and pay the higher prices because they
want the wheat.
The allies would take advantage of

an abundant Argentine crop and draw
more liberally from that source if the
crop proved to be plentiful. Whenever,
if ever, they get Constantinople and
open the way for the outlet of the
Rumanian and Russian wheat field
they will draw on those countries, and
then the American bread consumer
may see a prospect of cheaper bread,
because even with a short crop at home
there will be enough wheat for the domesticdemand, since the European demandwill be lessened. But that does
jnot seem. likely to happen within the
next rew montns.

It is not yet possible to predict with
approximate accuracy what the Argentinecrop will be this harvest year.
Since the seasons are reversed, Octoberin Argentina is about what
April is in the wheat-growing regions
of the United States.
The Argentine wheat fields extend

from the subtropical to the south
temperate zone. It sometimes happens,
therefore, that there may be a normal

yy
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bktike republic.

crop in tne nortnern region, ana a

short, one. duo to the drought or other
causes* in the southern region. There
also may be locusts In the north,'while
the southern wheat fields are comparativelyfree from them.
The means of transportation are also

an important factor in getting: the
Argentine wheat to the world's markets.Years ago there were heavy
Losses because of congested traffic
facilities. Rosario^ the great wheat
port on the Parana river, sometimes
could not handle all the product of
the northern and central regions.
Buenos Aires* while it is a great commercialentrepot, is not distinctively
a grain port* and it oould take care
of only a limited quantity.

. *
.*

Relief was found through the port
of Bahia Blanca* four hundred miles
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AMERICAN 3

south of Buenos Aires. Extensive port
facilities were provided, and the place
came to be known as the "Liverpool
of the south." Tts population has
grown very rapidly, and is now between65,000 and 70.000.
A complete system of railway communicationexists between Rosario,

the northern wheat region on/1 HoV,u

Bl;inca, so that when one outlet is
congested the other may be utilized.
This relates, of course, to the railwayfacilities, ami In normal times there
is*no lack of vessels. Since the war
began, however, there has been less
cargo space available, except as it was
provided by the allies to supply their

jjjj
SHOULD the United States conduct

a campaign either of offense or

defense, a new organization will
begin active work. This, the

American Red Star Animal Relief, was
established last June under the auspices
of the American Humane Association,
for the general purpose of caring for
sick and wounded horses at the front.
The organization was formed on the

invitation of the United States War Departmentto do a work for the animals
in the army similar to that performed
by the American Red Cross for human
beings.
Secretary of War Baker, in May,

wrote to the American Humane Associationregarding the good which could
be accomplished by such a society. He
said:
"All countries in time of war must

depend to a large degree on the voluntaryassistance of its citizens, and especiallyis this so in the case of the
sick and wounded, both men and animals.Such voluntary assistance to be
the greatest value in war, however,
must be organized, trained and equippedin time of peace, as only in this
way can full co-ordination be maintainedbetween the regular and volun-
teer forces.

*
* *

"The function of the American Red
Cross is to assist the government in
caring for the human sick and wounded
in the armies. The American Humane
Association could very well function
in a similar manner in assisting the
government in caring for the sick and
wounded animals in its armies. Such
assistance would be very gratefully receivedby the War Department.

"it is believed that plans similar In
tenor to those of the Red Cross could

I
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IACHINERY IN THE ARGENTINE WI

own needs. In peace times, the big
German liners were moored at Rosario
and carried much of the wheat.
In former years Liverpool fixed the

price of wheat for the Argentine producer,just as for the American producerand the Canadian producer. With
the allies controlling the ocean, the
price is now fixed in London and Paris
by the twp governments, rather than
in Liverpool by normal economic requirementsof demand and supply.
At the outset of the war the Argentinewheat growers looked for a

very profitable market for their grain
as well as for their beef. The first year
they got a fair price. Last year, howj

I§ OirgMmed ft
be very advantageously adopted to*
your society 101 i cnuc11iib yrsanizeu
aid to injured animals in time of war.
If your society will undertake this
work, the War Department will be very
glad to co-operate with you."
The name adopted for the organizationis based on the International Red

Star Alliance, which was organized
during December, 1914, in Geneva,
Switzerland, with the object of bringingabout internationaKco-operation in
behalf of sick or wounded war animals.
Dr. William O. Stlllman. president of

the American Humane Association, and
director general of the American Red
Star Animal Relief, in speaking of the
work, said:
"In order to carry on the work of

this new organization means the formationof veterinary hospital units.
Veterinary medical supplies, including
not onlv sets of.operating instruments.
but drugs. bandages, blankets, ambulancesand all other necessary applf-
ances and equipment, must be secured.
Then the personnel or staff units must
be equipped.
"The work of the organization will be

carried on by local committees, which
will be formed all over the United
States, while the movement will be
financed by voluntary contribution.
Already many contributions have been
received, and a beginning made."
A practical outline of what would be

needed by such an organization was

given by Dr. K. Vans Agnew, veterinarianin the United State Army. After
detailing just what would be actually
necessary for the carrying on of the
work. Dr. Vans Agnew tells what would
be needed in time of war, in addition
to ordinary equipment and supplies.
"In the event of a war we shall need

down near the border a large convalescentfarm, possibly two of them.
Some large land owner might rent or
lend several thousand acres of good
pasture land-, where run down and exhaustedanimals could be turned out to
graae and recuperate. Veterinary
surgeons could be obtained to give
practical lectures and demonstrations to
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ever, there was a sudden cessation in
the demand for Argentine wheat and
many speculators were ruined, while
the producers also suffered. The explanationwas that the allies had all
the wheat they wanted and nobody else
seemed to want any, or, if they did,
there were no ships to transport it.
The Italian government was the first

to begin purchases on its own account,
thus displacing the Italian wheat buyers.Then the British government
bought on joint account for itself and
Italy and fixed a price satisfactory to
itself and Italy.
The French government bought for

itself, but in a manner not to inter:©

Cm?® fair Hoirs
men in training: for hospital work on
the care and nursing of sick animals,
the dressing of wounds, application of
bandages, etc."

*
* *

Dr. Vans Agnew also outlines the
Ideal formation of a working veterinarycorps, as follows:
"In active service, eaclf division of

troops should have a mobile veterinary
section consisting of one veterinary officerand twenty-five men, all mounted,
and provided with medicines and dressingsfor first-aid work. They should
be divided into sections, one to collect
fit horses and destroy the unfit animals;the other to collect the sick animalsand bring them to the field hospitals,railroads and lines of oommu-
nication for base hospitals. The field
hospitals would be simply temporary
structures where less severely injured
animals could be treated. The base
hospitals, capable of holding 1,000 animals.must be properly 'staffed' and
fairly substantially built, composed of
shods holding about fifty animals each.
Then comes the large convalescent depot,or depots."
Former President Taft, one of the

vice presidents or tne American HumaneAssociation, in writing Dr. Still?
man of the new work, 6aid:

"I am very glad that you have establishedrelations with the Secretary of
War, and that you are going to conducta work for voluntary relief servicefor the United States Army horses
and other animals in use by it. I have
always been glad to be one of your
vice presidents, because. I believe you
are carrying on an efficient work."
The real need of such a work as this

is readily found in the European war.
The horse in war is still supreme. So
much has been said about the use of ]
motor trucks in transporting' troops
and supplies that sight has frequently
been lost of the fact that thousands a
and thousands of horses are being used a
for transport purposes in the armies at
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Wherever wanton s
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To begin with, stolen g<
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cumstances and pays a rid
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In brief, crooks work har
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Nobody can accomplish
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counted by knavery.
It stands to reason that ai

the good will of the commun

rice ol
fere with the purchases of its allie
neighbors. French firms, with Pari
connections, even before the war, ha
been the chief handlers of the Argen
tine wheat crop. Consequently ther
was no difficulty in working out th
plans of the French government in cor
junction with the British and the Ital
ian governments.
The Argentine wheat growers and th

dealers showed much bitterness towur
the allies on account of their cours<
although the Argentine people, for th
most part, sympathized with them i
tho wpr 'This hittfrnpss hns not hoe
entirely allayed.

*
* *

There have been demands that th
Argentine government take measure

to insure that this year's crop shal
bring more money into the countr
than last year's crop brought. Jus
how this is to be done is not indicated
but a section of the Argentine publi
is very pronounced in its demand tha
something be done. Possibly, the nat

ural rise in price, due to the short cro

in the United States and elsewhere, wil
allay the bitterness.
Some of the Argentine wheat raiser

and some of the public men would lifc
to see the United States, as a conse
quence of the present situation, becom
a steady purchaser of Argentine wheal
They argue that it would facilitat
commerce between the countries an«

especially would increase the pur
chases of agricultural machinery fror
the United States.
Argentine crops are already cultivat

ed and harvested largely by America;
'"tm imnlomonts harvostor
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war. This number is in addition to th<
horses necessary for the cavalry, as
well as the transportation of much o
the artillery.
The total number of horses employee

in connection with the armies of th<
belligerents in Europe is said to b«
about 4,000,000. It is estimated that th<
allies alone employ 2,500.000, divided ai
follows: England, 800,000; France
800,000; Italy, 200,000. and Russia, 800,
000. The central powers are also saic
to employ 1,500.000 horses. During th<
first year and a half of the present wai

European belligerents purchasd fron
this country 678,443 horss and mules, ai
at cost of $131,914,000.

*
* *

It is proposed to model the work ol
Pc/I *itur anmou-hot -1 f»pi

that now operated in connection with th«
various countries of Europe, especially
the British method. In England the

voluntary relief work is officially carriedon by the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Crulty to Animals.
That society had erected three great

army veterinary hospitals, accommodatingfrom 1,000 to 1,250 horses
each; also a temporary shelter for 50C
horses. It furnished a total of fifty
horse ambulances for army horse service,also two motor trucks to distribute
fodder And supplies for the sick and injuredanimals from * the railroad stations.It supplied thousands of loin
clothes, rugs, surcingles, bandages and
ether necessary equipment for the
veterinary hospitals, camps and depots.
It also distributed gratuitously more
than 100,000 copies of a work on First
Aid for Horses, as well as providing
for many lectures of instructions given
to soldiers who handle horses, on the
proper care of their animals.
Up to April last, it is stated that 150,>00horses were treated by this organisation,out of which number 105,000

inimals were returned as cured. With
liorses averaging $1*00 each, delivered
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Bread
and threshers. Every year the manu*
facturers send down to Argentina a,

d corps of repair men to look after theft*
[' machinery which has been sold to the
e Argentine wheat growers.e Argentine wheat growing is still on

}" the large scale which used to obtain in
the Dakotas and other parts of the
northwest, although the number of

® small cultivators is increasing. Thed "caterpillar" tractor was one form of '

American farm machinery which found
e immediate favor in Argentina. Sincen the French and British governmentsn contracted with the manufacturers of

these tractors for practically their
whole output Argentina, has not been
so well supplied with them, but this is

e merely a temporary deficiency.
The Chicago packers who established

themselves in Argentina a few years11 ago and now operate their own pack- *

y ing plants were not asleep as to the
lt Question of the grain shipments. Some

of them were said to be interested inl* elevator projects on a large scale. If
c Argentina Is really to ship wheat to
t the United States, it would most likely

be brought about through the Americaninterests already established there.
' But the Chicago packers established
d themselves in Argentina primarily for '

the purpose of supplying their Eura-1
s pean market. The shipments of Argen-
e tinfi mMt u-Viifh hocan nnm 1 r» IT- *n fh«

United States three years ago wert..
e through independent sources.
t- The same thing may happen in rela«tion to wheat shipments. But the redlief to the American bread consumer is

more likely to come from the allied
n governments drawing more largely on

the Argentine wheat supply and less on
that of the United States than through

ft direct shipments of wheat in large
s quantities to this country.
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2 on the battlefield, the work of the- Royift
3 Society alone representes a saving of
f approximately $21,000,000. If no such

organization had existed, it is more
I than probable that the majority of
i these horses would have had to bo
> killed for want of proper treatment
5 under such pressing circumstances by
5 the corps of veterinarians ordinarily
, accompanying an army. 4
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A Business Idea.
I ssHE late Henry Green said contemptu**ously one day to a financial editor * J

In New York: M
"So you are surprised at the Dash fail-

^ ure. eh? Well, I'm not. ^
"Dash conducted his business lik$ tho

J eastern potentate.
r " 'Sire.' said this potentate's grand
5 vizier, *1 suggest that we buy our auto

mobiles from the Oberholtzers in future.
, I've a letter here from Oberholtzer offeringus a 30 per cent discount.

" 'Good,' said the potentate. 'Order a
consignment of 500 automobiles, assorted
sizes, today, and tell Oberholtzer to send
us a check for the discount by retum.-and
us a check for the discount by return post,
and his bili will be settled ijn due course.' *

Black Cynicism.
EMERSON HOUGH, the novelist, was

condemning a pessimistic novelist
famous in Europe.
"This dub," he said, vigorously,

"gives a cynical, black, nasty meaningto the most innocent and harmless
things.
"I met him once at a dinner in Paris.
" 'Faint heart," 1 happened to say,
never won ifair lady.''
"'Oh, I don't know, Mr. Hough/ the grascal sneered. 'Don't ropst men get

married because they haven't got the *

courage to back outT T
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